


The Power of Conservative 
Citizen Journalism



Where We Are Headed...
1. The Origins of “The Tennessee 

Conservative” 

2. How the Liberal Media Negatively 

Shapes Policy & Culture In Tennessee

3. The Drastically Outnumbered 

Conservative Press

4. Our Mission

5. The Power of Conservative Citizen 

Journalism & How to Do It Right

6. Fighting to Keep Tennessee FREE!

7. Questions



Caution: I Use Plain Talk



Who Am I?



Who’s the Short Man with the 
Redneck Accent?

Grew up in Arab, AL

We were poor folks to 
the poor folks

B.S. in Marketing, Magna 
Cum Laude & MBA, 
Concentration in 
Entrepreneurship

Husband & Father

Friendship

Country Music/Camping

Presbyterian Roots

I Love the USA



Political & Organizational Work



From Politics, to Painting, to Press...

I got bored...

Hit over $1,000,000.00 in 
sales and over 20 
associates

Sold our company for over 
$440,000 in a still struggling 
economy in five years time



2013 The Academy for Professional 
Painting Contractors Was Born



Helping Blue-Collar Tradesmen 
Succeed as Entrepreneurs

Franchise Grade Business 
Systems for Independent 
Painting Contractors

Purchasing Group

Painter’s Weekly

Coaching/Mentorship

Enterprise Consulting

Digital Services

Largest Industry Event in 2021

450+ Painting Contractors

www.PaintersAcademy.com

http://www.paintersacademy.com/


Why I Tell You All This...
Folks Can’t Listen to What You Say 
Until They Discover Who You Are



How the Idea of 
The Tennessee Conservative 

Was Born...



After 6-Years of Political Hibernation, 
I Was Shaken Awake...



A Word About the 
Reality of Covid-19

I Am Not Trying to Be 
Dismissive or Insensitive

Covid is Real, and My 
Family Impacted By It’s 
Effects Personally

We Had Enough Facts to 
Rediscover Normalcy 
Months Ago

This Meeting Is About 
Freedom, Not Safety



The Scene:
Life, Jobs, Freedom & Easter Are Cancelled... 
I Get An Unexpected Phone Call About a 

Poorly Organized Protest



I Had Never Attended a Protest Before... The Only Reason I Got 
Involved Is Because I Was Afraid It Would Struggle Without Me.



The Press Vilified Our Peaceful 
Protests While Praising the Violent 
Black Lives Matter Protests in TN... 

I Had Seen This Before...



After the Protest, It Was NOT Well With 
My Soul... What Can One Man Do?

Coincidentally, Our Church Stopped 
Meeting Out of Unfounded Fear...

We Visited Calvary Chapel On a 
Recommendation... 



July 26th, Pastor Frank 
Preached on Nemiah... 



When I Left, I Told Kristin, 
“I Think I Have to Do Something.”

I Started Listening to 
Frank Preach

I Began Reading and 
Re-reading the Book of 
Nemiah

I Began to Put Out 
Tentative Feelers to Old 
Political/Conservative  
Relationships on What 
to Do...



For 20 Years, I Had 
Heard Conservatives 
Complain About the 

Liberal Media in 
Tennessee... 

So, I Took a Leap of 
Faith. It Was Time for 
a Conservative News 

Outlet in TN!



In October, We 
Quietly Launched 



Who Isn’t a Subscriber to The 
Tennessee Conservative?



Group Exercise...

1. Pull Up Your Text 
Messaging App

2. Type In the Number 
423-205-5600

3. Text the Word “News”

4. Submit Your Email Address

5. Submit Your Name



How the Liberal Media Negatively 
Shapes Policy & Culture In Tennessee



The Leftist Tennessee Press...

Continually Attack Conservative Policy, Candidates & Culture

Promote Harmful Liberal Policies without Questioning Their 
Track Records of Being Ineffective

Normalize Radical Ideas in the Ares of Socialism, Communism 
& Racism

Do Not Hold the Government Accountable for Measurable 
Results

Bully Outspoken Conservatives & Praise RINO Republicans

Never Report on Republicans Not Being Conservative



A Few Recent Headlines I Found Last 
Week In 10 Minutes of Searching Local 

Tennessee News Sources





In Tennessee, Conservative News 
Outlets Are Outnumbered 80 to 1

While there are 179 
newspapers and digital news 
outlets in Tennessee, there 
are only two Conservative 
news publications in our 
state. 

Only 7% of journalist identify 
as Republican (2015). This 
overwhelming disparity 
pushes our state to the left. 



What’s the Mission of the 
Tennessee Conservative?



Investigative Journalism 



Getting Leaders on the Record & 
Broadcasting Conservative Stories



Pointing Out the Dangers of Leftism 



Holding Republicans Accountable to Be 
Conservative... Policy Over Personality



Building a Community for Conservatives 
What We Are Doing NOW!



Who Reads/Watches the 
Tennessee Conservative?

Elected Officials

Organizational Leaders

Activists

Small Business Owners

Professionals

Retirees

Homemakers



How Do You Reach Your Audience?

Daily E-Newsletter

Text Messaging

Website

Video

Social Media

Live Events



Some Interesting Numbers 7.7.21

16,552 Email & Text Subscribers

Facebook: 11,212 Followers

Twitter: 209 followers

Parler: 989 followers

MeWe: 768 followers

YouTube: 281 subscribers

Our Subscribers Are Influencers, 
Connectors & Mavens



MEET THE TTC TEAM

Jason Vaughn, 

Media Director

Jennifer Berger,

Admin & “Catch All”

Helen VanDyke,

Freelance Reporter

Bella Farris,

Freelance Reporter

Mark Baldwin,

Meterologist

William Haupt III,

Legislative 

Correspondent



The Power of 
Conservative Citizen Journalism



Many of Our Founding Fathers Were 
“Conservative Citizen Journalists”

We STILL Need Them TODAY!



What is a Conservative Citizen 
Journalist?
A Conservative Citizen Journalist (CCJ) is a concerned, capable 

Conservative who reports on newsworthy topics as a volunteer 
in partnership with a receptive news outlet. 
You Have the Power to Make News & Influence Opinion
You Provide the Tips, Leads & Content...
We Provide the Credibility and Distribution

Why Are Conservative Citizen Journalists Important?
We do not have the resources to be everywhere, see 

everything and cover important issues – especially in your 
local area.

Liberal outlets will ignore your tips, leads or submissions 
because it does not fit their narrative.



How to Become a Conservative Citizen 
Journalist in 6 Easy Steps



Step #1: What’s Your Passion?
Selecting a “Beat”
Specific Legislative Bill?

Local Governing Body?
County Commission
School Board
City Council?

Issue In General with a TN 
Perspective?
CRT, Illegal Immigration, 
Economic, Civil, Religious 

or Medical Freedom?
Cultural Issue?

Citizen Lobbying, Protests or 
Support Efforts?



What We Will & Won’t Cover

Will Cover...
State & Local Stories of Interest
National Stories with a Tennessee Angle
Stories That Are Pre-Packaged With...

Pictures, Video or Audio
Source Documents
A Written Press Release

Won’t Cover
Generic National Stories Without a 

Tennessee Angle – This Is Overdone
Gossip, Speculation, Personal Issues
“Hey You Should Cover...”
Sharing a Neat Video or Article You Found



Step #2: How Will You Gather 
Information to Report?

1. Observation
Recorded Sessions of Governing 

Bodies
 In Person Meetings/Events

Ask Tough Questions
Report What Was Said
Get Comments from Attendees

2. FOIA or TN Open Records 
Requests

3. Personal, First-Hand Research

4. Interviews 

5. Promotion of Event, Effort, Cause



Keep It Focused. Keep It Simple. 



Step #3: 
Review the 
“Checklist”



Step #4: 
Review the 

Press Release 
Template



Step #5: Getting Original Photos, 
Quotes & Video

Photos & Videos
Are the close enough to 

see/hear detail?
High resolution?
Engaging to readers/watchers?

Quotes
Who are you quoting?
Are they an opinion leader or 

relevant to the article?
Do you have both sides of the 

story?



1 - Send an Email to 
News@TennesseeConservativeNews.com

2 - Subject: CCJ Story – [Headline]

Step #6: 
Submit Your 
Article with 

the Checklist

mailto:News@TennesseeConservativeNews.com


Questions About Becoming a 
Conservative Citizen Journalist or 

Submitting Articles?



3 Ways to Support 
Conservative Journalism



#1 – Share Our Articles

Share On Your Page

Share In Conservative 
Groups

Forward Our Emails

Ask Friends to Subscribe



#2 – Speaking Engagements



#3 – Financial Support



The Tennessee Conservative Runs on 
Grassroots Support...

I’ve Ran The Publication Out of 
My Personal Savings Up to This 
Point... But It Must Stand On Its 
Own Two Feet

For 20 Years, I’ve Heard 
Conservatives Say... 
“Conservatives Really Need to 
Get Into the News Business.” 

Today, I’m Asking You 
Unapologetically to Help Me with 
That Mission



Grassroots Panel



4 Monthly Giving Levels...

Platinum - $500/month

Gold – $250/month

Silver - $100/month

Bronze - $50/month

Or, whatever you can 
afford...



In Your Handouts 
You Will Find a 

Simple Support Form...

Candidly, We Can’t Make 
It Without Your Support.

The Next Few 
Months Are Critical as We 
Raise Funds to Move Our 

Website to a New Platform.



Anyone Who Gives a Monthly Gift 
Today Will Get...

2 Proud Tennessee Bumper 
Stickers

1 Proud Tennessee 
Conservative Tumbler

My Undying Gratitude

A More Conservative, FREE 
Tennessee!



Monthly Gifts from Committed 
Conservatives Are Essential for Our 

Success and Continued Growth



But We Welcome ANY Gift...



Your Neighbor Will Not Do It...

You Must Be the Change You 
Hope to SEE In TennesSEE.



Thank You! & Let Me Know Why You’re 
Supporting TTC If You Take Action Today!


