
From: Admin Rutherford Students First admin@rutherfordstudentsfirst.org
Subject: Sara Page - Board Operated Outside of Rules, Mask Policy Not Passed. Record request.

Date: September 10, 2021 at 10:38 AM
To: pages@rcschools.net, spurlockb@rcschools.net
Cc: johnsonti@rcschools.net, brattons@rcschools.net, youngco@rcschools.net, estesj@rcschools.net, maxwellc@rcschools.net,

moorel@rcschools.net, sharpt@rcschools.net

Hello Sara Page, Board Members and Director Spurlock,

I spoke on the problem of process at the Board meeting, and have spoken privately to Board members about this same problem.

The Covid policy motion voted upon at the Sept 9th Board meeting could not have been voted upon because it did not appear on the 
September 9th meeting agenda, nor had it been made public prior to the vote as the Rutherford Board of Education requires. 
Therefore, the Board has not created any new policy at all.

To clarify:

A special Board session was called by Chairman Young for September 7th (document enclosed showing a new policy was on the 
agenda), which would have allowed the Board to bypass its rules for a first read of any policy with public input. No policy was 
presented or read at that time, only discussed. That special session was then adjourned by Chairman Young.

At the September 9th Board meeting, no proposed Covid Policy had been made publicly available, nor was any proposed Covid policy 
placed on the September 9th agenda (document enclosed showing no Covid mask policy item on the agenda).

With the special session of September 7th adjourned and no policy voted upon through the emergency session process, the next 
Board meeting with a new Chairman was operating outside of any emergency session process and was now subject to the standard 
Board of Education rules for a policy proposal and vote, which require a first read, public discussion and second read prior to voting 
(document enclosed).

On September 9th, a new Chairman was elected, ending any authority of the previous Chair and special session. Every policy 
proposed beginning with the September 9th session would be subject to Board rules as it was not done under the September 7th 
emergency session or the new Chairman.

Of additional problem, as part of the standard process, according to the Rutherford Board of Education, “A proposed policy or policy 
change shall be submitted by the Policy Advisory Committee or the director of schools to the Board as part of the agenda." If this 
happened, in accordance with the Tennessees Open Records Act, please provide confirmation of this submission. While this 
additional problem in the process is a matter of public record, it would only serve to check the box that the required process was 
followed and it is possible that Sheila Bratton’s first reading of the policy on September 9th would then need public input before a 2nd 
reading at a sequential Board meeting could qualify for a vote.

If you want to move forward with the Covid policy proposed by Sheila Bratton on September 9th, you will need to restart the process 
by following the Rutherford Board of Education rules for enacting a new policy.

I realize you don’t like being asked about these things, or your plans stopped. But process is incredibly important in the creation of 
public policy. Without a defined process with transparency and specificity, power can be easily abused. This is a major concern for our 
organization. For your knowledge, Rutherford Students First has defined a set of objectives, one of which is "Improve transparency: 
Board and school administrators make too many decisions without anyone knowing how or why. This leads to cronyism and 
corruption. We seek to end this practice.”

RSF is not going away, and we are tasked with holding the Board accountable to parents with students in RCS. You may pass all 
kinds of policies we don’t like, but like any government entity, you are still required to follow a defined process.

Please let the public know when a Board meeting will be called for first or second read (depending on if Sheila’s motion would qualify 
as first read if properly submitted through a documented process) of the proposed Covid policy.

Chris Littleton
Co-Founder, Rutherford Students First

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bFB7OiSY7N2nmCykVESCu5c-l51Mm-XU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1buj8vgwZVoo5Fz9pwo40FWmq7ar93rIc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bGVEddJfOZJOv3R3Uq3wIVPGTtgEaeDE/view?usp=sharing



