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2022 RINO Report & Freedom Caucus Awards

A Conservative’s Best Guide for Finding Political Truth in Tennessee

A CONSERVATIVE’S DEFINITIVE GUIDE

In the following pages, you will find the personal opinions of the Tennessee Conservative
editorial staff based upon votes taken and policies administered by the legislative and executive
branches of Tennessee’s government during the most recent 2022 legislative session and
calendar year. This is Constitutionally protected free speech. As a for-profit business and news
publication, we offer this report to our subscribers as a service.
If you find any value in this report, please consider contributing by visiting
www.TennesseeConservativeNews.com/support. Compiling this report is labor-intensive and we
cannot do it without the continued financial support of Conservatives like you.
This report specifically focuses upon elected representatives in the Republican party. Since
Republicans are in the super-majority and Conservatives depend upon them to live out their
campaign promises, we understand when policies fail that it’s not the fault of Democrats.

THE ISSUES WE FOCUS UPON

While there are many issues we could track here at the Tennessee Conservative, this report
focuses upon the following areas of concern:

Individual Freedom Above all else, our national and state constitution guarantees the rights of
the individual above those of the government or business entities.

Government Transparency & Accountability If taxpayer dollars go toward it, it should

be publicly known, easily accessible and produce an excellent return on investment for
Tennesseans.

Limited Government If an individual, private organization or business can do it, the
government should stay out of it.
2nd Amendment The right to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.
School Choice Tennessee government schools are failing students and parents at historic

levels and we need non-government alternatives to break the decades-long cycle of disaster.

Illegal Immigration We believe in turning off the magnets that make our state a welcome
haven for illegal immigrants from across the nation.

Freedom of Speech The First Amendment is the bedrock upon which Conservatives make
their case for individual liberty.

Medical Freedom When government takes away your liberties over personal health
decisions, it has overstepped its bounds and presents a real threat to the future freedom of all
Tennesseans.
Corporate Welfare It is unethical and morally wrong to discriminate against taxpayers

and small businesses for corporate millionaires and billionaires in the name of Economic
Development.

Small Business We believe government should limit the paperwork, taxes and restrictions
that keep small businesses from reaching their full potential.

Sanctity of Life Thou shall not kill. It’s that simple.
Freedom of Religion The Constitution expressly prohibits a state-run and
sponsored religion, not religious expression in life, government, business
or school.

Safety Individual liberties and property rights must be protected by law
enforcement and from government overreach or abuses.
States’ Rights As the federal government increasingly moves away from
the founders’ vision of federalism as outlined in the Constitution, states
must reassert their rights and fight against overreach.
Modern-Day Racism Racism should be rooted out in all its forms, not
repackaged and used on various groups to meet political or cultural
objectives.

Election Integrity We need strong, verifiable paper-trails to safeguard
our elections in Tennessee.
Christian Values Our nation and state were founded on Christian
values and they are necessary to preserve our national and state
Constitution.
Welfare Reform Generational welfare is holding down an entire

class of Tennesseans who would be better served by the dignity of
work and self-reliance.

R.I.N.O.S

Republicans In Name Only
These are Republicans who actively worked with
left-leaning corporations and interest groups to kill
Conservative legislation for their own political benefit,
voting with and governing like Democrats when it
mattered most in the last legislative session. They are
beholden to special interest money, which puts them at
odds with the political will of Republican primary voters
they claim to represent.
These lawmakers and public servants may occasionally
vote with Conservatives, but on the whole, they display
a pattern of behavior that is contrary to the will of
Conservative primary voters.

RINO LEGISLATORS OF THE YEAR

Rep. Patsy Hazlewood and Sen. Randy McNally.

TOP 5 RINOS - TENNESSEE HOUSE

TOP 5 RINOS - TENNESSEE SENATE

Mark White, Eddie Mannis, Kevin Vaughan,
Bob Ramsey, and Sam Whitson

John Stevens, Shane Reeves, Todd Gardenhire,
Richard Briggs, and Ferrell Haile

EXECUTIVE BRANCH RINOS

Governor Bill Lee and Penny Schwinn

Tough Tusk Awards

These are Republicans with deep, principled moorings in
Conservatism who do not shy away from difficult legislative fights
– even if it means losing establishment patronage or left-leaning,
corporate campaign contributions. They have lived out their
campaign promises in the recent legislative session.
No legislator is perfect and we may not agree with each and every
vote they take. However, during this session, these individuals
took bold steps to solve problems that Conservative primary
voters really care about.

CONSERVATIVE LEGISLATORS OF THE YEAR

Tough Tusk Awards

Sen. Janice Bowling and Rep. Dennis Powers

ONSERVATIVE

CONSERVATIVE LEGISLATORS

TOP 5 FREEDOM CAUCUS
CONSERVATIVES, HOUSE

TOP 5 FREEDOM CAUCUS
CONSERVATIVES, SENATE

Terri Lynn Weaver, Scott Cepicky, Todd
Warner, Clay Doggett, Bruce Griffey

Mark Pody, Bo Watson, Joey Hensley,
Frank Nicely, Dawn White

TENNESSEE CONSERVATIVE FLAME AWARDS
These are individuals who have fought for Conservative
legislation and policy through their efforts as grassroots
organizational leaders, often taking the initiative to solve tough
problems our leadership in the Republican party has ignored –
or caused.
Conservative government requires an engaged citizenry and
these individuals have worked hard to keep our state free.

Gary Humble
Tori Venable
Robin Steenman
Rick Dramm - Local Activism

HOW TO READ THE RINO REPORT
The legislative process in Tennessee’s General Assembly is hard to follow. The left-leaning corporate
media in Tennessee doesn’t want Conservative primary voters to know the truth. As a result, they do
not report upon how lawmakers vote on Conservative legislation where it matters – in the committee
and subcommittee structures.
While bills can be killed through actual votes in these committees, they can also be killed when a bill
does not receive a “2nd” or a motion to be discussed and voted up or down. In these instances, we
can only assume no one on the committee supported the legislation enough to hear a discussion. This
means they would have likely voted against it.
Conservatives may argue over specific pieces of legislation as to whether they are or are not truly
Conservative in their view. At our publication, we have tried to identify legislation we know our
subscribers, on the whole, support.

IMAGES
When You See the RINO–
an acronym for, “Republican
In Name Only.” This means
the individual may run as a
Republican, but on specific
legislative issues, they vote
similarly to a Democrat.

When You See the
Elephant– These are signs
of Conservative victories.

SIMPLE TERMS
Killed By RINOS This appears before a bill name when RINOs have killed Conservative legislation.
Killed By Conservatives This appears before a bill name when Conservatives have killed RINO
legislation.

Conservative Win This is Conservative legislation that passed.
RINO Win This is RINO or Democrat-Like legislation that passed.
RINOS Voting Against These are votes taken in committee or subcommittee to kill Conservative

legislation.

RINO’s Would Not 2nd Bill for Discussion This means no one on a committee would second the

motion so discussion on the bill could even be heard and it could be voted upon. It is similar to voting
against legislation or taking action to kill it.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

CENSORSHIP, FREE SPEECH, & FIRST AMENDMENT

CENSORSHIP, FREE SPEECH, & FIRST AMENDMENT

SCHOOL CHOICE & GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS REFORM

SCHOOL CHOICE & GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS REFORM

SCHOOL CHOICE & GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS REFORM

TRANSPARENCY IN GOVERNMENT

CORPORATE WELFARE

CORPORATE WELFARE

SEXUALIZATION OF CHILDREN IN GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS

SEXUALIZATION OF CHILDREN IN GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS

PREVENTING MODERN-DAY RACISM

PREVENTING MODERN-DAY RACISM

MEDICAL FREEDOM

MEDICAL FREEDOM

MEDICAL FREEDOM

MEDICAL FREEDOM

ABORTION

ELECTION INTEGRITY REFORMS

CHRISTIAN VALUES

WELFARE

2ND AMENDMENT

CAN YOU HELP ME KEEP FIGHTING
FOR CONSERVATISM IN TENNESSEE?
Dear Fellow Conservative,
As you can see by reading the 2022 RINO Report & Freedom Caucus Awards,
Tennessee is not nearly as Conservative as Republican leadership would have
you believe.
Since founding the Tennessee Conservative in October of 2020, it has been an
eye-opening experience.
What I have discovered is this: There is a huge disconnect between the
desires of Conservative primary voters and the left-leaning corporations that
fund the campaigns of Republican party leadership.
These same left-leaning corporations spend roughly $450,000 per legislative
member in Tennessee on lobbying alone... not to mention special interest
contributions or wining-and-dining legislators in the capitol.
When push comes to shove, Republican leadership is more aligned with
Corporatism than Conservatism on the issues of illegal immigration,
school choice, medical freedom, transparency in government and other
topics near the hearts of GOP primary voters.
That’s why the work of our publication is so essential.
The Tennessee Conservative is the ONLY right-leaning news source
focused exclusively on our state.
Yep, the ONLY one.
If you find our work to be valuable for protecting your freedoms and
liberties in Tennessee, please consider supporting our publication by
making a donation.
PLEASE GIVE:
https://TennesseeConservativeNews.com/Support/
I can’t win this fight without you! Don’t wait for someone else...
you MUST be the change you hope to see in Tennessee.
Will you stand with me?
Yours in Freedom,

Brandon Lewis
Founder,
The Tennessee Conservative

