29-17-901. Eminent domain for state, county or municipal
road purposes and for certain levee and drainage districts —
Supplementary condemnation procedure for counties and
municipalities.

(@)

(1) The state of Tennessee, its counties or municipalities are hereby authorized and
empowered to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, in the manner
hereinafter set out, such right-of-way, land, material, easements and rights as may be deemed
necessary, suitable or desirable for the construction, reconstruction, maintenance, repair,
drainage or protection of any street, road, highway, freeway or parkway by the official
charged by law with the construction or maintenance of the same.

(2) Levee and drainage districts located in counties with a population of not less than thirty
thousand (30,000) nor more than thirty-one thousand (31,000), according to the 1970 federal
census or any subsequent federal census, created pursuant to title 69, chapter 6, are hereby
authorized and empowered to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain, in
the manner hereinafter set out, such right-of-way, land, material, easements and rights as
may be deemed necessary, suitable or desirable to construct levees, ditches, drains or
watercourses, or to straighten, widen, deepen, or change natural watercourses in such
districts.

(b) Sections 29-17-902 — 29-17-914 shall also be deemed, unless expressly stated to the
contrary, and without incorporation or reference, to be a part of every section, or legislative
act, present or future, which grants the power of condemnation to counties and
municipalities for county and municipal purposes respectively, and the making of
compensation in the manner therein set forth shall also be so implied; provided, that either
party, upon filing a statement to that effect within five (5) days of the service or publication
of the original petition, may elect to proceed under chapter 16 of this title or this chapter.

29-17-701. Action in rem — Title uncertain.

(a) Whenever the state of Tennessee or any county therein or the United States shall desire
to take or damage private property in pursuance of any law so authorizing, and shall find or
believe that the title of the apparent or presumptive owner of such property is defective,
doubtful, incomplete or in controversy; or that there are or may be persons unknown or
nonresidents who have or may have some claim or demand thereon, or some actual or
contingent interest or estate therein; or that there are minors or persons under disability who
are or may be interested therein; or that there are taxes due or that should be paid thereon;
or shall, for any reason, conclude that it is desirable to have a judicial ascertainment of any



question connected with the matter; the state, county or the United States as the condemner,
through any authorized representative, either in term time or vacation, may petition the
circuit court of the county having jurisdiction, for a judgment in rem against such property,
condemning the same to the use of the petitioner upon payment of just and adequate
compensation therefor to the person or persons entitled to such payment.

(b) After the expiration of ten (10) days from the date the petition for condemnation is filed
in the circuit court, the petitioner shall have the right to thereupon enter upon and take
possession of the land sought to be condemned, and if necessary to place such petitioner in
possession thereof, the clerk of the circuit court in which the petition is filed shall issue to
the petitioner, upon request, a writ of possession directed to the sheriff of the county to put
the petitioner into possession of the land.



