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Republican Party of Washington County TN
P.O. Box 808
Mountain Home, TN 37684-008

August 1, 2025
Dear Mr. Golden,

The challenges we face are the same in many of the counties across the state. Take for
instance Williamson County.
https://tennesseeconservati

“In the weeks that followed, the group set up competing social events the same night as the
WCRP's events, and the WCC PAC began selling memberships to compete with WCRP
memberships. Pejorative attacks have intensified in what appears to be a well-financed effort to
damage the reputation of WCRP's leadership and impede their ability to implement the mandate
voters elected them to fulfill.”

This sounds familiar because it is similar to what we are facing in Washington County.

Hamilton County CEC elected new people, as did Williamson County. Despite the opposition,
Hamilton County just threw a historic fundraising dinner.

Four people from my slate were elected and three from the other slate were elected. The issue
is once you count in the auxiliary organizations, SEC, and Past Chair, it becomes 6-6. As you
have pointed out, we are in a transition phase much like the pre-Eisenhower years. Transitions
are difficult. Six of the board members used to have full control of the board, now they don't.
Instead of working together with the new members of the CEC, they have protested the
meetings, declined to serve on committees, and generally worked to impede the functioning of
the committee and the implementation of new initiatives.

It is true that we have had too much discussion on minutes with some disagreeing on motions
that had passed in prior meetings. We will be fixing this by recording our meetings. We got
through the entire agenda in the last meeting in an hour and a half, so we are making progress.

Despite the lack of cooperation and/or participation of all the committee members, we are
delivering on our campaign promises. Several examples are listed below:



= My campaign promised iransparency of the budgel, and our Tréasured is fulfiling this
promisd by rapans af all of the mestings.

= Waalso promised our Suppor of Ascal discipling, and ane in discussions for lower cosl
aflernalives to the rental storage locker.

& My campaign promisad 1o grow the pary. Our activities and mastings an will publicizad
through our new functional website, and Facebook and Inslagram pages, Dur evenis arg
lEsted, and promobed o all Repablicins through a calendar and morg. We senl oul a
mgssaging campaign to 10k Republicans engaging with mare than in the past. W ane
bringing communications into tha 2151 century and expanding our oulreach.

»  We promised o keep people informed aboul legisiation. Our upcoming first quarterdy
mieaking will do jusl thal by having Q&A with soveral legislators from across the stale.
As iy 2026 alociions gl doser, wi will hivsy candidata forums with all Republican
candislales, nol pest @ select lew,

»  We promised to welcome involvernent, We are defiviing on including all county
Rapublicans. Wa have mong atiending the wall-publicized monthly CEC meslings unlika
before and more participating in commitiees. We have made a deliberate effon 1o
include all county Republicans in commitiee opportunities. Previously, invohrement had
b Emnified 1o just one fachon.

= W ans working 10 réestablish a praviously inactive Young RepubBcans chapler in our
area. Engaging young conservatives aarly is vital 1o building a strong, lasting foundation
for the future of cur party. By relgniting inlerest and creating opportunities for
involement, we are investing in the next generation of Republican leaders

The divide in the party predates my invohroment by a decade or more. The issues in the county
pradiati e similarly. | am also a mambaer of tha groups (ETRC and the Washingion County
Fedarated Woman's clul) that Mr. Wheaaber refarencad in his latier,

In this Bylaws masting Mr. Whaaler and Mr. Malone Ested all tha reasons they did nol wobe for
me, bul the majorily saw my accomplishments, welcomed my transparency, approved my focus
on the Conslitution's foundational principles, applavded my initiative to start and lead a
congeralive organization in Easl Tennassae, and voled to aloc me as Chair,

Tha solution is not 1o owrthaow the will of the poople as Mr. Whesler recommands. It is nol 1o
risdlsy the alection because some don't like the outtama. The solution ik for Mr. Whaalar, Mr.
Mialondg, and olhdis 1o work [0 find common ground with h other meémbeng of the commitbee, 1o
support our indliatives [ expand and strangthen our party, and to work with us o heal the
divigians,

Mone af my slate of officars on the CEC filed anything with the Staite Atlomay Ganaral, Mr.
Whaakar's words leave an mpression (hat i could have baan ong of my slalte, Thal is
disingenuous at best, He should either identify who made the fling or clearly state that none of
ey slate of officars did so.

The goal isn'l simphy 1o remeyve people from the commeties, but 10 @nsune that all woling
b of the CEC are held (o the same standards, As Mr Wineeler's witi, 2 mamber of the



bylaws committee, is aware, we are working toward consistent requirements for membership.
These include: being elected to the position, and—if representing an auxiliary group—ensuring
the auxiliary club has its own bylaws, adherence to term limits, and verification of bonafide
status. When auxiliaries apply there should be a standard. The previous CEC asked applying
groups for their bylaws; yet when we asked the same, we were not given any.

There is a disconnect between Mr. Wheeler's proposal for conducting a new reorganization “to
break the deadlock”, vs his interest to “mend fences”, as expressed in his prior paragraph. First
of all, a new reorganization does not guarantee that the stalemate condition couldn’t reoccur.
Secondly, his proposal is far from a means of “mending fences”. Furthermore, conducting a
reorganization would cause an uproar (not just in Washington County, but statewide), and
certainly would further widen the rift. Additionally, a move to dissolve or halt us would be ill
advised as our big fundraiser dinner is almost sold out and just a month away.

We don’t redo Presidential elections because one side is unhappy with the outcome or as a
means of breaking a deadlock or mending fences. Eighteen months from now there will be
another reorganization and Mr. Wheeler and others can make their case for electing a different
Chair. But overturning the results of a fair election is not right and certainly not in the best
interest of strengthening our Party and expanding its reach.

Sincerely,
Danielle Goodrich

Washington County Republican Party Chair
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LAW OFFICES OF

Honormable Scott Golden, Chairman
Tennessee Republican Party
solden@ngop.org

Re: Washington County Republican Party
Dear Scoll,

[ trust this eorrespondencs finds you well. 1t is with & very beavy heart [ write to
your today to make a very diffieult request regarding the Washington County Republican

Farty.

[ served as party chairman in Washington County, elected to two different terms
in that pesition and currently serve as o Ropublican clected official, County
Commbssioner, My wife and [ have been invelved with the Party and volunteered on
Republican Campaigns in Tennesses since high school and here in Washington County
since we moved hore after getting married in 1902, Lawra, my wife, served as chair of the
Young Repablicans and as chair of the county Repablican Women after we moved here,

Washington County has always had a strong county Republiean Party. Here,
where we have almost no elected Demoerats in office to campaign against, we have
sometimes dealt with perhaps more internal conflict.  In the past those were just family
squabbles kept out of the public for the most part, We have fought oot primaries before,
bt the party itself has maintained neutrality in these primany elections.

[ belleve you are aware of the divdgion within the Executive Committes of our
County Party here after the reorganiation carlier this year.  The bwo sides are currently
evenly divided, six on each side, in representation on the Executive Committes.  They
ke not been able to accomplish tasks as seemingly simple as approval of minutes, Now
the brawl kas deteriorated to beinging the State Attorney General's office into the fight
between the twe sides.  Both of those sides have apparently resigned themselves to one
of thres options to resobve this dispute within the sounty party; 1) triving to disqualify
members of the Executive Committes, 2) dive members to resign or 3) to influence or
control the poor Young Republican that gets selected to lead what will be o nivwly revived
YR chapter here to be the deciding wote on all matters,



I attended and spoke at a county party Bylaw's Committee meeting recently and
was extremely disappointed at the willingness of some CEC members to fight to exclude
life-long party volunteers from the party all together on the charge that they were not real
Republicans. Ido not believe the current Executive Committee is going to be able to lead
us out of this dispute. Even if a majority is achieved by one side or the other, there is
going to be a deep divide with votes depending entirely on attendance. [ will admit that
I have strong opinions regarding several individuals here in Washington County that I
believe are the cause and will continue to be the cause of this problem. However, as is
the duty of the chairman of a county party many times, a5 a past-chair [ am setting aside
my personal preference in this for the goed of the party and will not level charges te either
side of this county dispute.

The East Tennessee Republican Club has a very large membership as does our
Republican Women's club. My wife and I are members of both organizations. These
peaple are all good Republican's who support our party and our candidates and have done
g0 for years in most cases. We desperately need to find a way to resolve this matter and
move forward to try to mend fences, | have become convineed that the intervention by
you and the State Executive Committees is the only way we might be able to keep this
from devolving into two separate groups fighting one another for control of the party over
the long-term. There is a way for the State Executive Committee to do that without
choosing a side in this battle,

I am writing to ask you and the State Executive Committee to invoke Rule G Section
11 of the Tennessee Republican Party Bylaws finding cause for doing so in the deadlock
that has been going on for months on the current Washington County Executive
Committes and to set a date and conduct a new reorganization to break the deadlock. 1
believe this would be a better solution than moving forward with more calls to you from
here to remove people from their individual positions. This action does not require you
to take a side, but only to find that the current deadlock is unaceeptable and this is the
most reasonable way to resolve the conflict.

I greatly appreciate your consideration of this request, and [ am willing to discuss
it further with you at (423) 833-3620 a5 needed.  With best regards, | remain

Very Truly Yours,



