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Williamson County Republican Party
Williamson County, Tennessee
March 2, 2026

RESOLUTION OPPOSING HOUSE BILL 1971 AND SENATE BILL 1958 FOR INFRINGING UPON CITIZENS’ ABILITY TO BRING SUIT AGAINST THE STATE OF TENNESSEE CHALLENGING CONSTITUTIONALITY OF LEGISLATION

WHEREAS, the Williamson County Republican Party is committed to the foundational Republican principles of limited government, individual liberty, transparency, accountability, and the rule of law, including the sacred right of citizens to hold their government accountable when it exceeds constitutional bounds; and
WHEREAS, in 2018 the Tennessee General Assembly enacted Tennessee Code Annotated § 1-3-121, which expressly provides that “a cause of action shall exist … for any affected person who seeks declaratory or injunctive relief in any action brought regarding the legality or constitutionality of a governmental action,” thereby codifying broad standing to challenge unconstitutional legislation without first requiring proof of actual damages; and  
WHEREAS, House Bill 1971 and Senate Bill 1958 would repeal or materially restrict this statutory right, forcing citizens to demonstrate that they have already suffered concrete harm before they may seek declaratory or injunctive relief against potentially unconstitutional state laws, thereby eliminating or severely limiting pre-enforcement and facial challenges; and 
WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803), established that “it is emphatically the province and duty of the judicial department to say what the law is,” a principle reaffirmed in countless decisions including New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen, 597 U.S. 1 (2022), which underscores that constitutional rights must be protected through meaningful judicial review; and 
WHEREAS, the federal Declaratory Judgment Act, 28 U.S.C. § 2201, similarly authorizes declaratory relief in cases of actual controversy without requiring that harm must first occur, demonstrating that pre-enforcement challenges are a standard and essential tool of American jurisprudence; and
WHEREAS, Article I, Section 17 of the Tennessee Constitution declares that “all courts shall be open; and every man, for an injury done him … shall have remedy by due course of law,” a provision that is undermined when citizens are barred from seeking judicial clarification before unconstitutional laws inflict irreversible damage; and
WHEREAS, Tennessee courts have repeatedly upheld the right of citizens to challenge unconstitutional legislation, including the 2025 three-judge panel ruling in Gibson County that declared Tennessee’s “intent to go armed” statute and state parks firearm prohibition unconstitutional under Article I of the Tennessee Constitution and the Second Amendment; the 2022 Benton County Circuit Court decision, secured with assistance from the Institute for Justice, striking down the game-warden warrantless surveillance statute as an unconstitutional general warrant; and other decisions; and
WHEREAS, House Bill 1971 and Senate Bill 1958 are opposed by leading Republican-friendly organizations dedicated to limited government and constitutional fidelity, including the Tennessee Firearms Association, Americans for Prosperity Tennessee, Tennessee Stands, the Goldwater Institute, and the Institute for Justice; and
WHEREAS, transparent governance, legislative accountability, and the supremacy of the Constitution over ordinary legislation are core Republican values essential to maintaining public trust and preventing the consolidation of unchecked power;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Williamson County Republican Party (WCRP): 
1. Strongly opposes House Bill 1971 and Senate Bill 1958 as unconstitutional infringements upon the right of Tennesseans to seek judicial review of potentially unconstitutional legislation;

2. Affirms its unwavering support for the preservation and enforcement of Tennessee Code Annotated § 1-3-121 and the broad standing it provides to affected persons to challenge governmental actions through declaratory and injunctive relief;

3. Urges the Tennessee General Assembly to reject House Bill 1971 and Senate Bill 1958 in their entirety and to refrain from enacting any legislation that would limit citizens’ ability to bring suit against unconstitutional state laws;

4. Supports the right of every Tennessean to meaningful access to the courts as guaranteed by the Tennessee and United States Constitutions and as demonstrated by successful challenges to unconstitutional statutes throughout Tennessee history;

5. Recognizes that elected officials who defend the constitutional right of citizens to challenge overreaching legislation demonstrate fidelity to their oaths and to the principles of republican government; and

6. Commends the Tennessee Firearms Association, Americans for Prosperity Tennessee, Tennessee Stands, the Goldwater Institute, the Institute for Justice, and all other organizations and citizens working to protect these fundamental rights.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Williamson County legislative delegation to the Tennessee General Assembly, the sponsors of House Bill 1971 and Senate Bill 1958, and appropriate media outlets.

Adopted this 2nd Day of March 2026.
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